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PREAMBLE 

 

The Nigerian energy landscape in 2026 marks a crucial point in the country’s efforts 

to achieve energy independence, industrial growth, and the use of sustainable 

technologies. As Africa’s largest oil producer and a key holder of natural gas reserves, 

Nigeria’s energy calendar features a mix of policy forums, technical exhibitions, and 

diplomatic summits. These events are designed to align with the "Decade of Gas" 

initiative and global energy transition goals. The 2026 year is highlighted by 

significant anniversaries, including the 25th edition of NOG Energy Week and the 

10th anniversary of the Sub-Saharan Africa International Petroleum Exhibition and 

Conference (SAIPEC). These events indicate the growth of the sector’s professional 

and regulatory environments. These gatherings are essential for implementing the 

Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) and the Electricity Act of  2023. They support a shift 

from federal control to more responsive, state-led, and market-driven energy systems. 

The scheduling of these events throughout 2026 shows a clear progression. In the first 

quarter, there is a strong focus on executive-level policy development and regional 

diplomacy, with the Nigeria International Energy Summit (NIES) serving as the main 

platform for official announcements. The second quarter shifts towards developing 

the infrastructure needed for energy growth, especially within the manufacturing 

sector. The third quarter represents the technical peak of  the year, concentrating on 

engineering excellence and professional development in the upstream oil and gas 

sectors through the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Nigeria Council and NOG 

Energy Week. Finally, the fourth quarter highlights local content achievements and 

the growing connection between the mining and energy sectors, as critical minerals 

become vital to the conversation on sustainability. 

First  Quarter: The Nexus of  Policy, Diplomacy, and Natural Gas 

The first quarter of  2026  is characterized by intense diplomatic activity and high-

level policy formulation. The year begins with the Lagos Pre-Bid Conference on 

January 8, an essential regulatory meeting organized by the Nigerian Upstream 

Petroleum Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) and the Nigerian Midstream and 

Downstream Petroleum Regulatory Authority (NMDPRA) to facilitate investments in 

the nation’s oil and gas assets. This regulatory clarity sets the stage for the Nigeria 

International Energy Summit (NIES), held from February 2 to 5 in Abuja. NIES 2026, 

themed “Energy for Peace and Prosperity: Securing Our Shared Future,” is the only 

energy event officially endorsed by the Federal Government of Nigeria, serving as the 

chief platform for President Bola Ahmed Tinubu to engage with international partners. 
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The NIES agenda is uniquely structured to address "Regional Gas Diplomacy," 

reflecting Nigeria’s ambition to lead the development of African gas corridors. These 

corridors are envisioned as essential infrastructure for linking markets and resources 

across the continent, fostering shared prosperity and regional stability. The attendance 

of African  Heads of State from nations such as The Gambia and Equatorial Guinea 

underscores the shift toward a unified African energy voice in global negotiations. 

The summit also hosts the African Petroleum Regulators Forum (AFRIPERF), aiming 

to harmonize regulatory standards across African petroleum jurisdictions, thereby 

reducing the risk profile for foreign direct investment (FDI). 

 

Master Calendar of Nigerian Energy Events: First Quarter 2026 

The following table provides a verified schedule of  the primary oil, gas, and energy 

convenings in Nigeria for the first quarter of 2026. This period  is the most active for 

executive-level engagement and policy announcements. 

 

Date Event Name Location Primary Focus / 

Organizer 

January 8, 

2026 

Lagos Pre-Bid 

Conference 

Lagos, Nigeria 
NUPRC & 

NMDPRA / 

Licensing Rounds  

January 

26–28, 

2026 

Benin–Nigeria Business 

Forum (BNBF) 

Abuja & Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Regional Trade & 

Private Sector 

Energy Partnerships  

February 

2–5, 2026 

Nigeria International 

Energy Summit (NIES) 

2026 

Abuja, Nigeria 

(ICC & State 

House) 

Federal Policy, 

Regional Gas 

Diplomacy, and 

NOC Mandates 

February 

3–5, 2026 

POWERELEC Nigeria 

2026 

Landmark 

Centre, Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Solar, Storage, 

Renewables, and EV 

Infrastructure  

February 

9, 2026 

Local Content – AfCFTA 

Energy Summit 

Lagos, Nigeria 
NCDMB / Intra-

African Energy 

Trade  

February 

10–12, 

2026 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

International Petroleum 

Exhibition and 

Conference (SAIPEC) 

Eko 

Convention 

Centre, Lagos, 

Nigeria 

10th Anniversary / 

Oil & Gas Value 

Chain  
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February 

2026 

(TBA) 

Joint Nigeria–UAE 

INVESTOPIA 

Lagos, Nigeria 
Climate and Green 

Industrial Finance  

A significant second-order theme during this period is the democratization of energy 

access through the 2023 Electricity Act. This is most evident in the sessions at 

POWERELEC Nigeria 2026, which emphasize the role of state-level electricity 

markets. As the Nigerian government moves to replace fragmented diesel 

generation—estimated at over four million generators—with sustainable distributed 

energy solutions, the focus shifts to robust engineering standards and quality control. 

The inclusion of the Rural Electrification Agency (REA) in these dialogues ensures 

that the national push for solar and storage integration reaches underserved 

communities, supported by federal incentives and public-private partnership (PPP) 

models. 

SAIPEC 2026, marking its 10th edition, continues to serve as the key meeting point 

for the entire oil and gas value chain, with a strong emphasis on local content and 

technical innovation. Strategically partnered with the Petroleum Technology 

Association of Nigeria (PETAN) and the Nigerian Content Development and 

Monitoring Board (NCDMB), SAIPEC facilitates the conversations that define the 

next era of Sub-Saharan Africa's energy landscape. The pre-summit Local Content – 

African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) Energy Summit on February 9 

further explores how regional trade frameworks can strengthen intra-African energy 

trade and advance local participation across the value chain. 

Second Quarter: Infrastructure, Industrial Efficiency, and Utility Modernization 

The second quarter of  2026 transitions the industry from policy discussion to 

infrastructure execution. This period is dominated by events that address the physical 

bottlenecks in Nigeria’s energy transmission and distribution networks. The West 

Africa Infrastructure Expo, held in April, focuses on the foundational projects 

required for economic recovery, including power infrastructure, water supply, and 

transportation. With the West African infrastructure market valued at approximately 

$668 billion, this expo serves as a timely platform for project managers, engineers, 

and government representatives to showcase innovations in grid rehabilitation and 

substation upgrades. 

Industrial demand for energy efficiency is another primary focus of the second quarter, 

highlighted by the Manufacturers Energy Security & Efficiency Summit. 

Manufacturers in Nigeria face significant challenges related to energy costs and 

reliability, which directly impact productivity and competitiveness. The summit, 

themed “Innovative Energy for Cost-Effective Manufacturing,” brings together 

leaders from the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN) and the Federal 

Ministry of  Power to tackle these challenges through reliable, sustainable solutions 

that include captive solar and storage systems.5 

Master  Calendar of  Nigerian Energy Events: Second Quarter 2026 

The second quarter schedule emphasizes technical application, utility management, 

and the intersection of trade finance with energy infrastructure. 
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Date Event Name Location Primary Focus / 

Organizer 

April 7–

9, 2026 

West Africa 

Infrastructure Expo 

Landmark Centre, 

Lagos, Nigeria 

Power, Water, and 

Digital Infrastructure  

April 7–

9, 2026 

Manufacturers Energy 

Security & Efficiency 

Summit 

Victoria Island, 

Lagos, Nigeria 

Cost-Effective 

Industrial Energy 

Solutions  

April 9, 

2026 

SPE Oloibiri Lecture 

Series & Energy Forum 

(OLEF) 

Abuja, Nigeria 
Energy Transition & 

Sustainability Policy  

April 

22–23, 

2026 

GTR West Africa 2026 Eko Convention 

Centre, Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Trade, Export 

Finance, and Energy 

Sector Trends  

April 

28–30, 

2026 

Power & Water Nigeria 

Exhibition 2026 

Landmark Centre, 

Lagos, Nigeria 

Utility Management & 

Distributed Energy  

May 

19–21, 

2026 

MEGA CLIMA 

NIGERIA HVAC+R 

EXPO 

Lagos, Nigeria 
Industrial Cooling & 

Renewable Integration  

June 

16–18, 

2026 

Offshore Africa 2026 Abuja, Nigeria 
Emerging Trends in 

Offshore Operations  

The Power & Water Nigeria Exhibition provides a unique opportunity for global 

stakeholders to engage in technical discussions on digital energy and the utilities 

sector. As Nigeria modernizes its power generation and distribution systems, the 

integration of energy management and storage technologies becomes paramount. This 

event, concurrent with the broader infrastructure push, reflects the emergence of a 

"Smart Cities" approach to urban energy management in Lagos and Abuja. 

Furthermore, GTR West Africa addresses the "Trade Finance" component of the 

energy sector.  Financing energy infrastructure in Africa often requires a mix of local 

and international capital, export credit agency (ECA) support, and innovative fintech 

solutions. The dialogue at GTR highlights the role of  multilaterals like Afreximbank 

and the importance of rethinking ECA finance to support sustainable investment in 

social and energy infrastructure across the continent. 
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Third Quarter: Technical Excellence and Professional Standardization 

The third quarter of 2026 represents the technical high point of the year, anchored by 

the 25th anniversary of NOG Energy Week and the 49th Nigeria Annual International 

Conference and Exhibition (NAICE) of the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) 

Nigeria Council. NOG Energy Week, scheduled for July 5–9 in Abuja, is the 

definitive convening platform for global energy leaders to discuss industry-wide 

challenges, including energy security, sustainability, and industrialization. The 2026 

edition is particularly significant as it celebrates a quarter-century of driving bold 

dialogue and strategic partnerships in the African energy market. 

Concurrently, the SPE NAICE 2026, themed “Thriving in the Evolving Global 

Energy Landscape: Collaborative Growth and Resilience,” focuses on the scientific 

and engineering advancements necessary for sustainable oil and gas production. Held 

in Lagos from August 3 to 5, NAICE serves as the largest upstream oil and gas event 

in Africa, attracting industry regulators, senior government officials, and petroleum 

technology professionals. The conference provides a rigorous platform for the 

exchange of peer-reviewed technical papers, ensuring high standards of professional 

development and industry relevance. 

Master Calendar of Nigerian Energy Events: Third Quarter 2026 

The third quarter is the year's primary window for technical seminar programs, 

workforce training, and industry awards. 

 

Date Event Name Location Primary Focus / 

Organizer 

July 5–9, 

2026 

25th NOG Energy Week 

Conference & Exhibition 

Abuja, 

Nigeria (BAT 

ICC) 

Strategic Dialogue & 

25th Anniversary  

July 2026 

(TBA) 

SPE Nigeria Council 

Children in Energy 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

STEM Awareness and 

Energy Literacy  

July 20–

21, 2026 

SPE Africa Geothermal 

Workshop (Regional 

Integration) 

Nairobi, 

Kenya 

Regional Geothermal 

Potential (Impacts 

Nigeria)  

August 

1–2, 2026 

SPE NAICE Training 

Courses 

Eko Hotels, 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Short Courses on 

Technical Innovation  

August 

3–5, 2026 

SPE Nigeria Annual 

International Conference & 

Eko Hotels, 

Lagos, 

49th Edition / 

Technical Excellence  
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Exhibition (NAICE) Nigeria 

August 3, 

2026 

SPE Young Professionals 

Program 

Eko Hotels, 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Leadership & Career 

Development  

August 4, 

2026 

SPE Nigeria Annual 

General Meeting 

Eko Hotels, 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Council Governance 

& General Assembly  

NOG Energy Week’s agenda includes specialized segments such as the Nigerian 

Content Seminar, which aligns policy with practice to strengthen local participation, 

and the Technical Seminar, which advances the skills of the energy workforce. The 

2026 edition emphasizes innovation and the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to 

optimize project planning and enhance rig reliability. The conference also hosts the 

NOG Energy Awards, celebrating excellence and leadership within the industry. 

At NAICE 2026, the focus on "Resilience" reflects the industry's capacity to adapt to 

rapid changes and market volatility. Technical papers cover a wide range of  topics, 

including CCUS (Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage), digitalization, and the 

optimization of downstream petroleum systems. The conference’s tripartite focus on 

Collaboration, Innovation, and Resilience ensures that future energy leaders are 

equipped to handle the multidisciplinary challenges of the energy transition, 

integrating engineering with data science and economics. 

Fourth Quarter: Implementation, Sustainability, and the Critical Minerals 

Nexus 

The final quarter of 2026 is dedicated to assessing the progress of ongoing initiatives 

and exploring new frontiers in the extractive industries. The Nigeria Energy 

Exhibition and Conference in October serves as the definitive end-of-year review for 

the power value chain, highlighting how generation capacity, grid stability, and off-

grid solutions have evolved together throughout the year. This event provides a 

platform for showcasing battery energy storage systems (BESS) and decentralised 

energy models, which are increasingly critical for supporting industrial facility 

reliability. 

A significant development in late 2026 is the convergence of the energy and mining 

sectors, as showcased during Nigeria Mining Week from October 12 to 14. As the 

global energy transition accelerates the demand for critical minerals—such as lithium, 

cobalt, and rare earths—the mining sector is increasingly integrated into the energy 

value chain. Nigeria’s push for local value addition and mineral beneficiation is a key 

strategy for ensuring that the nation benefits from the global shift toward 

electrification and clean energy technologies. 

Master Calendar of Nigerian Energy Events: Fourth Quarter 2026 

The fourth quarter concludes the year with a focus on implementation, sustainability 

audits, and the strategic overlap between mining and energy. 
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Date Event Name Location Primary Focus / 

Organizer 

October 6, 

2026 

International Conference 

on Offshore Energy 

Engineering 

Abuja, Nigeria 
Offshore Innovation 

& Trends (IGAE)  

October 

12–14, 

2026 

Nigeria Mining Week Abuja 

Continental 

Hotel, Nigeria 

Critical Minerals & 

Energy Transition  

October 

27–29, 

2026 

Nigeria Energy 

Exhibition & 

Conference 

Landmark 

Centre, Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Grid Stability & 

Decentralized 

Power  

Nov 30 – 

Dec 3, 

2026 

Practical Nigerian 

Content (PNC) Forum 

2026 

Yenagoa, 

Bayelsa State, 

Nigeria 

15 Years of 

NOGICD Act / 

NCDMB  

The Practical Nigerian Content (PNC) Forum 2026, held in Bayelsa State, celebrates 

15 years since the enactment of  the NOGICD Act. This forum  remains the premier 

platform for celebrating Nigerian content achievements and exploring strategies for 

the next phase of development. By convening stakeholders at the Nigerian Content 

Tower in Yenagoa, the  PNC Forum provides a tangible demonstration of  local 

capacity building and the impact of the "Decade of  Gas" on scaling energy 

production and securing investments. 

Nigeria Mining Week further underscores the year’s focus on "Mining the Future". 

The event addresses the most pressing issues in both the global and African mining 

landscape, with a strong emphasis on sustainability and community development. 

With Africa holding 30% of the world's critical minerals, Nigeria’s role as a supplier 

and developer of these resources is crucial for the long-term industrial transformation 

of the continent. The participation of senior government officials, including the 

Minister of Solid Minerals Development, highlights the national strategic importance 

of this sector in the broader energy conversation. 

Specialized Scientific and Academic Energy Convenings 

Complementing the large-scale industry summits is a dense schedule of scientific and 

academic conferences held throughout 2026. these events focus on the granular 

technical challenges of the energy transition, providing a platform for researchers 

from across Nigeria’s academic and professional institutions to present peer-reviewed 

insights. These convenings are essential for developing the domestic R&D capacity 

required to tailor global energy technologies to Nigeria's specific environmental and 

operational needs. 
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The topics addressed in these specialized conferences range from nanomaterials for 

renewable energy systems to the engineering of smart electrical grids and microgrids. 

This scientific rigor ensures that the Nigerian energy sector remains at the forefront of 

global technological trends while addressing localized issues such as power quality 

and reliability. 

 

 

Schedule of Technical and Scientific Energy Conferences 2026 

The following table provides a breakdown of the technical and academic conferences 

scheduled for 2026, reflecting the high information density of the scientific energy 

community in Nigeria. 

 

Date Conference Name Location Primary Technical 

Focus 

Jan 14, 

2026 

Nanomaterials in Sustainable 

Renewable Energy 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Materials Science / 

Research Plus 

Jan 22, 

2026 

Wind Energy Engineering and 

Technology 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Wind Power / Research 

Foundation 

Jan 23, 

2026 

Sustainable Energy 

Engineering and Smart Grids 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Grid Modernization / 

SNRI 

Jan 31, 

2026 

Nanotechnology for Smart 

Energy Networks 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Smart Networks / 

IGAE 

Feb 7, 

2026 

Nanotechnology for Smart 

Electrical Grids 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Power Systems / ISAR 

Feb 16, 

2026 

Nanotechnology for 

Renewable Energy Storage 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Battery Tech / 

Research Plus 

Feb 23, 

2026 

Sustainable Energy Materials 

and Solutions 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Material Engineering / 

EFSTM 

Mar 5, 

2026 

Rural Energy Technologies 

(ICRETE) 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Off-grid Solutions / 

ISIT 
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Mar 6, 

2026 

Renewable Energy Systems 

and Applications 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

System Integration / 

IARF 

Mar 12, 

2026 

Sustainable Building and 

Energy Solutions 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Energy Efficiency / 

IGAE 

Mar 25, 

2026 

Energy Transition and 

Sustainable Infrastructure 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Infrastructure / ASAR 

Apr 7, 

2026 

Sustainable Environmental 

Engineering 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Climate Action / 

ASPHER 

Apr 24, 

2026 

Energy Efficiency and Green 

Building 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Efficiency / Science 

Leagues 

May 15, 

2026 

Power Systems and Energy 

Management 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Utility Management / 

Research Fora 

Jun 25, 

2026 

Energy Storage and 

Conversion (ICESC) 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Storage / SNRI 

Jul 6, 

2026 

Nanotechnology for RE Grid 

Integration 

Abuja, 

Nigeria 

Renewables / Science 

Leagues 

Aug 14, 

2026 

Microgrids and Distributed 

Energy Engineering 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Distributed Power / 

ISIT 

Aug 22, 

2026 

Sustainable Energy 

Engineering & Smart Grids 

Lagos, 

Nigeria 

Smart Systems / ISSER 

The second-order implications of these academic gatherings include the fostering of a 

"Human Capital" pipeline for the energy sector. By providing a platform for students 

and young professionals to engage with senior researchers and industry experts, these 

conferences support the long-term sustainability of  the workforce. Furthermore, the 

focus on nanotechnology and advanced materials indicates that Nigeria is moving 

toward a "high-tech" approach to solving its energy deficit, aligning with global 

trends in decentralized and resilient energy architectures. 

The Role of the "Decade of Gas" and Regulatory Evolution 

A recurring theme throughout the 2026 calendar is the implementation of the "Decade 

of Gas" initiative. Natural gas is positioned as the primary bridge fuel for Nigeria, 

essential for industrialization and for providing a stable base-load to complement 
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intermittent renewable sources. The Nigeria Gas Forum, occurring within the NIES 

framework, specifically assesses the milestones and momentum of this initiative, 

exploring the road ahead for gas-fired power plants and the development of regional 

gas markets. 

The regulatory environment in 2026 is defined by a more collaborative approach 

between the NUPRC and NMDPRA. This deepening partnership is designed to boost 

regulatory efficiency and clarify the "rules of the game" for potential investors. The 

Lagos Pre-Bid Conference on January 8 is the year's first major manifestation of this 

collaborative regulatory spirit, providing prospective bidders with the technical and 

financial data necessary to participate in the nation’s licensing rounds.13 

Strategic Significance of Major Venues 

The choice of venues for these convenings also reflects the strategic importance of the 

sector. The Bola Ahmed Tinubu International Conference Centre (BAT ICC) in Abuja 

has established itself as the premier venue for policy forums, including NOG Energy 

Week and portions of NIES. The use of the Aso Villa Banquet Hall for official NIES 

opening ceremonies underscores the summit's high-level state backing. In Lagos, the 

Landmark Centre and the Eko Convention Centre serve as the primary hubs for 

commercial exhibitions and technical conferences, reflecting the city’s status as 

Nigeria’s commercial and industrial heart. 

The presence of dedicated "Energy Clubs" and "Executive Meeting Suites" at major 

conferences like NOG Energy Week indicates a move toward more "Deal-Making" 

and "Strategic Partnership" environments. These spaces are designed to facilitate 

high-level networking and the closing of multimillion-dollar energy contracts, 

transforming these events from simple information-sharing sessions into active 

marketplaces for capital and project development. 

Synthesis of the 2026 Nigerian Energy Agenda 

The 2026 calendar of energy events in Nigeria reveals a sector that is increasingly 

integrated, technologically advanced, and policy-driven. The shift from the traditional 

focus on oil production to a broader "Energy for Peace and Prosperity" framework 

indicates a holistic approach to energy security. By hosting a range of convenings—

from the diplomatic summits in Abuja to the local content celebrations in Yenagoa—

Nigeria is effectively communicating its vision for a sustainable and inclusive energy 

future. 

The third-order implications of this dense event schedule suggest a "Positive 

Feedback Loop" for the industry. Successes celebrated at the PNC Forum in 

November 2025 inform the policy debates at NIES in February 2026, which in turn 

drive the technical innovations discussed at NOG Energy Week and NAICE in the 

third quarter. This continuous cycle of evaluation and innovation ensures that the 

Nigerian energy sector remains resilient in the face of global economic pressures and 

committed to its long-term development goals. 

In conclusion, the 2026 energy and oil and gas events in Nigeria are more than mere 

dates on a calendar; they are the strategic nodes of a national energy narrative. They 

represent the collective effort of government, industry, and academia to transform 

Nigeria’s vast natural resources into a driver of stability, opportunity, and shared 
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prosperity for the continent and beyond. As the world watches the energy transition 

unfold, the 2026 events in Abuja, Lagos, and Yenagoa  will be the stages upon which 

Africa’s energy future is defined. 
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